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Parmley, Patricia

From: Kelly Lark <Kelly.Lark@txdot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 10:02 AM
To: Matthews, Patty; Parmley, Patricia
Subject: Comment for NHHIP 3rd Meeting

FYI 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Pat Henry 
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 8:18 AM 
To: Kelly Lark 
Subject: FW: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 
 
Treat as a comment. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 3:38 PM 
To: Pat Henry; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: FW: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 
 
Forwarded for your handling. Thanks. 
 
Danny Perez 
Public Information Officer 
Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 
Office: (713) 802-5077 
Cell: (281) 686-0977 
 
Follow us on twitter @txdothoustonpio 
Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: lisa.loya@sbcglobal.net [mailto:lisa.loya@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2013 2:02 PM 
To: AskTxDOT 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 
 
Name: Ms. Lisa Loya<lisa.loya@sbcglobal.net> 
Address: 
 Houston, TX 77014 
 
Requested Contact Method: Email 
 
Reason for Contact: Public Transportation 
Complaint: No 
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Nearest Major City: Houston, TX 
 
Comment: Re: "Options for wider I-45 Unveiled" article in the Houston Chronicle, 11/14/13. 
 
1. Finish the extension of the Hardy Toll way. 
2. Build commuter rail and light rail. 
3. No more pouring of concrete all over Houston!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Texas Transportation Forum: Jan. 6-8, 2014 
 
[Ninth Annual Texas Transportation Forum]<http://www.dot.state.tx.us/ttf/> 
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Parmley, Patricia

From: Kelly Lark <Kelly.Lark@txdot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 4:30 PM
To: Matthews, Patty; Parmley, Patricia
Subject: NHHIP Comment

FYI 
  
From: HOU-PIOWebMail  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 4:11 PM 
To: Pat Henry; Kelly Lark 
Subject: FW: NHHIP 
  
Forwarded for your handling. Thanks.  
  
Danny Perez 
Public Information Officer 
Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District 
Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 
Office: (713) 802-5077 
Cell: (281) 686-0977 
  
Follow us on twitter @txdothoustonpio 
Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 
  
From: Kevin Shanley [mailto:KShanley@swagroup.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 6:37 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Cc: 'Bob Eury'; Lonnie Hoogeboom; Robin Holzer; Kinder Baumgardner 
Subject: NHHIP 
  
Sirs, 
  
Thank you for sharing your “Reasonable Alternatives” screening with the community. I would like to submit a my 
alternatives preferences and few comments: 
  

1.      Preferred Alternatives: 
a.      Segment 1: Alternative 7 would seem to result in the least right of way acquisition, which has proved to 

be very expensive, especially in commercial areas. The elevated managed lane structure could provide a 
visual tie to Segment 2. 

b.      Segment 2: Alternative 11 provides the needed lane capacity, it would match with Segment 1’s 
Alternative 7, and should result in a less expensive construction process than alternatives 10 or 12. The 
center elevated structure allows the most light and air to reach the corridor.  

c.      Segment 3: Alternative 11 could provide the most benefits for the Central Business District, assuming 
the on and off ramps are designed to improve access to the Downtown street grid and to improve the 
“legibility” of the system for Downtown traffic. The I-10 through-traffic dedicated lanes should definitely 
be kept in the design. 
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2.      General Comments for the Detailed Evaluation Phase: 

a.      The design of the on and off ramps and connecting ramps and roadways will be critical for the success or 
failure of any of the alternatives. The connections should improve local access to the freeway corridor at 
the same time as the freeway corridor provides additional through traffic capacity. Careful consideration 
of the local street thoroughfare system should guide the location of on and off ramps; this analysis 
should extend to at least a mile on each side of the corridor to include the adjacent north/south 
thoroughfares. 

b.      In all cases, pedestrian and bicycle movements should be considered when designing the freeway-to-
thoroughfare connections. Movement across entry lanes and gores should be safe and commodious. 
Lighting, signage, landscaping and other conditions in underpass or overpass bridges should be 
pedestrian and cyclist friendly wherever the freeway system meets the neighborhoods. 

c.      The design principles called for in the Green Ribbon Report should be carefully considered in all three 
segments: 

                                                    i.     The horizontal and vertical alignments of the elevated structures should be very carefully studied 
since they will be highly visible. 

                                                   ii.     The detailing of all the vertical structures of the project should be given careful architectural 
design consideration since this is a primary gateway transportation corridor into Houston. This 
would include: 

1.      Columns, beams and parapets of elevated structures. 
2.      Retaining walls, bridge abutments and slope concrete. 
3.      Sign supports and sign panels. 

                                                  iii.     The high-mast lighting system should be carefully designed to minimize impacts on adjacent 
neighborhoods. An analysis should be made of the emerging LED lighting technologies to see if a 
higher quantity of very long lived LED driven fixtures would proved better, more evenly spread 
light at a much lower operating cost. 

                                                  iv.     Because of the proximity of neighborhoods to the corridor, TxDOT should investigate the use of 
sound attenuating/absorbing materials on the elevated structure parapet walls and on the 
roadbed. Extra care should be given to minimizing the ‘tire slap’ noise across expansion joints in 
the elevated structure. 

                                                   v.     Because of the visual prominence of this corridor to Houston’s visitors, TxDOT should consider 
increasing the setback of the feeder roads to provide a minimum 15’ landscape strip between 
the sidewalk and the right of way line. This strip should be planted with continuous rows of 
major canopy trees. This will require the strong support of the broader community, such as the 
north corridor neighborhoods, the Downtown District, Trees for Houston, and the GHP Quality 
of Live Committee, but it long term it could make an important contribution to Houston’s ability 
to attract the 21st century workforce it needs to remain a vibrant, growing city. 

  
I look forward to seeing the Detailed Evaluation and Analysis. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Kevin Shanley 

Texas Transportation Forum: Jan. 6-8, 2014 
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ŀDirector of Project Development 

Texas Department of Transportation 

P.O. Box 1386 

Houston, TX 77251 

 

December 7, 2013 

 

Dear Director: 

 

We employ over 200 employees at our store.  These employees depend on their jobs to make a decent 

living.  We also have 19 venders that lease space from us with about 40 employees between them.  

There are 3 Housing complexes for the disabled and elderly within walking distance from the store 

totaling approximately 770 units.  Most of these residents do not have vehicles, so they walk or ride 

their scooters to our store which is the closest supermarket to them. We also provide foods that these 

diversified individuals cannot get anywhere else. We are not just your usual grocery store. We serve a 

melting pot of customers from all over the world, and we carry foods from around the world that are 

not just found in any supermarket.  There is also a bank inside our store which is important to our 

customers that do not have a vehicle.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Oscar Trujillo 

Store Manager  

Fiesta #11 

4711 Airline  

Houston, TX  77022 

713-869-5060 

       

MirandaC1
Typewritten Text
E 114

MirandaC1
Typewritten Text



          December 12, 2013

To: Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation

The Washington Avenue Coalition Memorial Park Super Neighborhood Council (SN22) submits the following
comments in response to TxDOT’s IH45 expansion plans.

The “alternatives” as presented are not truly alternatives at all. They are simply variations on the same failed
concept of attempting to remedy congestion with roadway expansion. True alternatives would include
options that incorporate methods with potential to reduce vehicle miles traveled, actually decrease vehicular
traffic volume, improve safety for all roadway users, and focus on moving people instead of accommodating
their personal automobiles.

TxDOT must stop acting as a highway department mired in mid-20th Century thinking and begin functioning
as an innovative agency that more equitably and wisely invests taxpayer funds in multi-modal transportation
options that will better serve the needs of the future population. Expansion plans catering to facilitation of
vehicular movement for suburban commuters and through traffic to the detriment of quality of place and life
in the urban core are no longer acceptable.

TxDOT, it appears, has ignored sustainable highway practice and failed to include livability initiatives as
supported by the Federal Highway Administration. We encourage TxDOT to look to the success of other
major cities where urban centers are being revitalized through the abandonment and elimination of intrusive
roadway structures.

As we work to accommodate increased density in urban Houston and endeavor to make urban living more
appealing for the growing number of people who choose to minimize their commutes and lessen automobile
dependency, it is counterproductive and environmentally unjust to add visual, noise, and air pollution
sources to those core areas by constructing ever wider and higher roadway elevations, flyovers, or
interchanges.

The public has not been presented with adequate details to make valid and informed decisions on any of the
presented variations. No connector flyovers, interchange designs, or 3D renderings to illustrate the full
impact of the expansion have been presented. Section cuts included are not sufficient to represent all
impacted areas. This is of immediate concern to SN22, which is bordered by the IH45 expansion project.

All publicly preferred options for Segment 3 have been eliminated, discounted, or changed, and the newly
presented replacements have not been adequately vetted. To further inform affected community
stakeholders and act on to their concerns, the SN22 Council urges TxDOT to hold an additional public
meeting prior to moving the design process forward.

Additionally, SN22 supports the recommendations of the I-45 Coalition, and with respect for social and
environmental justice, requests that TxDOT assure that it’s decisions reflect the desires of the stakeholders
immediately impacted by the results.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Tom Dornbusch
SN22 Council President
713-869-1185

Copies to:
State Representative, Jessica Farrar
State Senator, John Whitmire
Houston City Council Member, Ellen Cohen
Houston City Council Member, Ed Gonzalez
I-45 Coalition, Jim Weston
Citizens’ Transportation Coalition, Dexter Handy
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Parmley, Patricia

From: Kelly Lark <Kelly.Lark@txdot.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:06 AM
To: Matthews, Patty; Parmley, Patricia
Subject: FW: Comments for Interstate 45 North Study

Comment…. 
 
From: HOU-PIOWebMail  
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:36 AM 
To: Kelly Lark; Pat Henry 
Subject: FW: Comments for Interstate 45 North Study 
 
Forwarded for your handling. Thanks.  
 
Danny Perez 
Public Information Officer 
Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District 
Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 
Office: (713) 802-5077 
Cell: (281) 686-0977 
 
Follow us on twitter @txdothoustonpio 
Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 
 
From: Oscar Slotboom [mailto:ofs@oscarmail.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 15, 2013 8:55 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: Comments for Interstate 45 North Study 
 
These are comments are for the Interstate 45 North Houston Highway Improvement Project, public meetings 
held in November. 
 
General Comment: 
I support the expansion of Interstate 45 and I would like to see the project move to construction as quickly as 
possible. 
 
I support the selection of remaining alternatives and I feel TxDOT was correct in eliminating the tunnel options. 
TxDOT should not pursue very expensive options just to placate vocal inside-the-loop special interests. 
 
The lane configuration 4-2T-2T-4 should be viewed as the MINIMUM number of lanes throughout the corridor. 
Looking at the traffic situation on Interstate 10 West, it is obvious that a minimum of 5 general-purpose lanes in 
each direction should be included in the design for the entire length of the Interstate 45 corridor. The sections of 
Interstate 10 with four general-purpose lanes are the most heavily congested, and four general-purpose lanes 
each way are just not enough. 
 
Segment 1 (Beltway 8 to I-610) 
I support the ground-level options with maximum expanded right-of-way and no elevated structures. Alternative 
4 appears to be the most feasible based on the impact matrix, so I support Alternative 4. 
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Segment 2 (IH-610 to IH-10) 
I feel right-of-way should be acquired to ensure that the design is the least expensive and meets high standards. 
But if the decision has been made not to acquire right of way, I support Alternative 11 with the elevated 
structures. The reason Alternative 11 is best 
* High standards for design including 12-foot-wide lanes and full shoulders (inner and outer) must be used (ie 
design standards should not be compromised) 
* Due to the narrow right-of-way, Alternative 11 ensures the best chance that high design standards can be 
maintained. 
 
Segment 3 (downtown) 
I support Alternative 10, widening existing Interstate 45 through downtown. I feel it is important to maintain 
the full freeway for Interstate 45 at its current location for both directions of traffic. 
 
 
Oscar Slotboom 
8803 Langdon 
Houston, TX 77036 

Texas Transportation Forum: Jan. 6-8, 2014 

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
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Parmley, Patricia

From: Kelly Lark <Kelly.Lark@txdot.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 30, 2013 11:26 AM
To: Matthews, Patty; Parmley, Patricia
Subject: FW: I-45 right-of-way expansion comment
Attachments: Northside Right-of-Way Proposal comment.docx.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Comment….. 
 
From: Pat Henry  
Sent: Friday, December 20, 2013 3:39 PM 
To: Kelly Lark 
Subject: Fwd: I-45 right-of-way expansion comment 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Mike Richards <sales@shamrockmachinery.com> 
Date: December 20, 2013 at 3:21:43 PM CST 
To: <pat.henry@txdot.gov> 
Subject: FW: I-45 right-of-way expansion comment 

Dear Mr. Henry – 
  
Please ready my ATTACHED letter. I appreciate your help. 
  
Regards, 
  
Mike Richards 
Shamrock Machinery Company 
3200 North Fwy 
Houston, TX 77009 
713-699-3355 
Email: sales@shamrockmachinery.com  
  

Texas Transportation Forum: Jan. 6-8, 2014 
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Parmley, Patricia

From: Parmley, Patricia
Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 1:45 PM
To: Miranda, Cristina
Subject: FW: NHHIP Comment

 
 
Patricia A. G. Parmley 
Environmental Planner 
D 713.267.2919 (Internal Extension 2412919) 
C 225.456.0747 
Patricia.Parmley@aecom.com 
 
Effective April 8th, we have a new office address.  Please see information below and update your 
records.  
 
AECOM 
5444 Westheimer Rd, Suite 200 
Houston, TX 77056 
T 713.780.4100     F 713.780.0838 
www.aecom.com 
 
This electronic communication, which includes any files or attachments thereto, contains proprietary or confidential information and may be privileged and otherwise protected under copyright or other 
applicable intellectual property laws. All information contained in this electronic communication is solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to which it was addressed. If you are not the intended 
recipient(s), you are hereby notified that distributing, copying, or in any way disclosing any of the information in this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the 
sender immediately, and destroy the communication and any files or attachments in their entirety, whether in electronic or hard copy format. Since data stored on electronic media can deteriorate, be 
translated or modified, AECOM, its subsidiaries, and/or affiliates will not be liable for the completeness, correctness or readability of the electronic data. The electronic data should be verified against the 
hard copy.  
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

 
From: Kelly Lark [mailto:Kelly.Lark@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 10:36 AM 
To: Matthews, Patty; Parmley, Patricia 
Subject: NHHIP Comment 
 
Comment… 
 
From: Danny Perez  
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 9:00 AM 
To: Pat Henry; Kelly Lark 
Subject: FW: SAVE THE NORTHSIDE 
 
Forwarded for your handling. Thanks.  
 
Danny Perez 
Public Information Officer 
Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District 
Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 
Office: (713) 802-5077 
Cell: (281) 686-0977 
 
Follow us on twitter @txdothoustonpio 
Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 
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From: Store200 [mailto:Store200@annaslinens.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 23, 2013 11:16 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Cc: save.northside@gmail.com 
Subject: SAVE THE NORTHSIDE 
 
  
To Whom it may concern: 
  
Dear Sir/Madam,         
This letter is to show that on behalf of the Store Manager and employees here at store#200 - Northtown - Northtown 
Plaza - 5444 Tidwell I45 North Freeway Houston, TX  77076  We all are in support of Alternative 4, Segment 1, We have 
9 people working at this store and we would be grateful if our neighborhood can be saved and we do not end up losing 
our jobs. 
  
Yours Sincerely 
  
 
Steven Thomas 
Store Manager  
Annas Linens Store 200 
  
Store Manager - Steven Thomas  _________________________________ 
  
  
Assistant Manager - Ahmed Shoaib  ________________________________ 
  
  
Supervisor - Carolyn Deleon  _____________________________________ 
  
  
Supervisor - Kimberly Jackson  __________________________________ 
  
  
Sales Associate - Belinda Sepulveda  _______________________________ 
  
  
Sales Associate - Akara Heaggs  ___________________________________ 
  
  
Sales Associate - Shatarra Huddman  _______________________________ 
  
  
Sales Associate - Janet Montoya  ___________________________________ 
  
  
Sales Associate - Anna Pham  _____________________________________ 
  
  
  
Texas Transportation Forum: Jan. 6-8, 2014 
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